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The 18th annual United Way Day of Caring"introduces many new volunteers to the needs of the community and 
shows them how they can make a difference."Last-minute planning for blanket making, envelope stuffing and 
mural painting are in the works as volunteers get ready for the 18th annual United Way Day of Caring on Wednesday.

The event, sponsored by the United Way -- Thomas Jefferson Area, will match 2,300 volunteers with 250 
community projects in Charlottesville and the counties of Albemarle, Fluvanna, Louisa and Greene.

"The Day of Caring is a benefit to the community and a benefit to the nonprofit community," said Kim 
Connolly, director of marketing and communications for the local United Way. "The Day of Caring introduces 
many new volunteers to the needs of the community and shows them how they can make a difference."

The volunteers will not go to their workplaces Wednesday, but instead travel to various nonprofits and schools 
to work on service projects, Connolly said. Some volunteers will work on projects at the United Way office itself.

"The idea of getting involved in the community can be overwhelming," 
Connolly said. "The Day of Caring takes this step for [volunteers]."

Not only does the event help schools and nonprofit groups complete projects they might otherwise not be able to 
do, but it also, it's hoped, will lead to additional volunteering efforts.

In past years, many participants have continued to do volunteer work, written checks to organizations and 
adopted animals after being inspired by their work on that one day.

Barbara McMurry, senior vice president at Montague Miller Realtors, said a group of 15 from the office will be 
doing landscape work at the Henry B. 
Mitchell Hope House this year.

The real estate agents and other staff will give up a day of pay to help others and are looking forward to it, 
McMurry said.

"It's a real commitment, but we have a lot of fun and there is a lot of camaraderie," McMurry said.

In past Day of Caring events, the Montague Miller group has cleared trails at Ragged Mountain Reservoir, helped to 
clean the Rivanna River by canoe and cleaned toilets at Camp Albemarle.

Company employees have volunteered at each of the past Day of Caring events, McMurry said. "We often 
get involved in construction projects or something outdoors," 
McMurry said. "It has always meant a lot to make a physical contribution, as many in our office already make a 
financial contribution to the United Way."

Planning for the event begins in June as nonprofits and groups submit project requests, said Shaele Wood, director 
of the volunteer center for the local United Way. Nonprofit groups that would otherwise not be funded by the United 
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Way, such as the SPCA, are encouraged to apply.

Volunteer groups are allowed to then choose projects that match their abilities and interests.

"The Day of Caring reaches out to groups the United Way might not otherwise reach," Wood said.

Loretta Hernandez, Day of Caring coordinator for State Farm, said 207 of her coworkers will be working at 22 sites on 
Wednesday. Some of those projects include making blankets at the John Paul Jones Arena and walking dogs 
and petting cats at the Fluvanna County SPCA.

State Farm offers each employee one paid day off each year to volunteer at a school or nonprofit, Hernandez 
said. The Day of Caring is considered a separate event and therefore allows those employees two days of paid time 
each year to give back by volunteering.

"State Farm partners with the United Way across the country in support of its mission in helping 
communities," Hernandez said. 
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